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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 124 


[Abstract:] Expenses of the Refining much too great for the charges... 660 
P 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
July 8, 1881 


Sir: 


Referring to the request contained in your letter of the 2d instant, that an advance of 
$2,000 be made to meet the Refinery expenses at your Mint for the current month. I have to call 
your attention to the fact that the expenses are largely in excess of the charges collected for 
Parting and Refining. 


From the monthly statements made by the Melter and Refiner it appears that the expenses 
of the Refinery for ten months ending April 30, 1881, were $12,545.34, while the charges 
collected, and deposited by you on account of Parting & Refining for the twelve months ending 
June 30, 1881, were only $6,285.75 . 


It is evident that these charges at your Mint are too low, and unless the expenses can be 
reduced, they will have to be increased, as the Refinery must be made self sustaining. Before 
requesting this advance (which can only be made from funds deposited by the Mint at San 
Francisco and the New York Assay Office) I have to request that you will ascertain, and advise 
me if the expenses cannot be reduced, and the lowest possible amount you deem necessary to 
meet such expenses for the current month. 


I am Sir, very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


